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The David Dunlap Observatory is a 72 hectare/177-acre park-like parcel ofland located at 123 
Hillsview Drive in the Town of Richmond Hill, surrounded by suburban development. The 
property contains a number of architecturally significant structures including the 61-foot 
Observatory Dome (1935), the Beaux-Arts Administrative Building (1935) and a residence, 
Elms Lea (ca. 1864). 

There are two time periods represented at the David Dunlap Observatory property; the first is 
the mid 19th century farmstead of early settler Alexander Marsh, exemplified in the 
dichromatic brick farmhouse Elms Lea (ca. 1864). The second is the David Dunlap 
Observatory, which has significant ties to Canada's international involvement in the study of 
astronomy and is home to Canada's largest telescope. The rotating copper Observatory Dome 
which houses the 74 inch telescope was the scene of many internationally significant 
discoveries in the field of astronomy including C.T Bolton's confirmation of the existence of 
black holes and Helen Hogg 's work on variable stars . The Administration Building was 
designed by Mathers and Haldenby and is a fine example of Beaux-Arts classicism . 

David Dunlap Observatory lands, located on the Oak Ridges Moraine and within the German 
Mills sub-watershed of the Don River Watershed, are the last significant greenspace in the 
south section of Richmond Hill. The David Dunlap Park includes greenspace which contains 
open fields , mature plantings, and wildlife . 

By its land use history, location and the proximity to the Don River this 71-hectare property 
also possesses a high archaeological potential - not only for historical remains dating back to 
the early settlement of Richmond Hill but also prehistoric occupations that may date back 
thousands of years. 

We recognize that the municipality has stated its intention to designate part of the property and 
that the designation is currently under review by the Conservation Review Board (CRB). No 
matter the outcome of the CRB 's deliberations and its advice back to Council on this matter, 
we are of the opinion that in relation to this site the Province should demonstrate proactively 
its leadership in the conservation of Ontario's heritage for the benefit of the people of Ontario. 
This is not simply a local issue. 

Over the next few years as the new owner proceeds to develop its plans , the municipality will 
be consistently put in the position of weighing heritage issues against development pressures. 
We have been made aware that the current owner is already undertaking inappropriate 
alterations to the building and property that could undermine the significance of the site . 
While the municipality must deal with a range of issues and balance community and 
development pressures, it is critical to have a third party with responsibility for approvals on 
heritage conservation matters. This internationally significant site deserves that extra care and 
attention. 

It is the opinion of this Board that the Province should demonstrate leadership in the 
conservation of this site. 
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There are several options available: 

the immediate protection of the entire site through designation by you as Minister,
 
under Section 34.5 of the Ontario Heritage Act;
 

the issuance of a stop order, to allow time for discussions of conservation options and
 
ensure that the site is not altered in the meantime;
 

engagement of a Provincial facilitator to work with the owner, the Ministry, the Trust,
 
the municipality and other stakeholders to identify the best conservation solutions for
 
the property. 

I would be pleased to discuss this matter with you further. As always, we stand ready to assist. 

Sincerely, 

The Honourable Lincoln M. Alexander 
Chairman 

Copy: Marg Rappolt, Deputy Minister 


